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March 30, 2011

To: Members of the House County Affairs Committee

       Representative Garnet Coleman, Dist. 147, Chair

       Representative Marisa Marquez, Dist. 77, Vice Chair

       Representative Larry Gonzalez, Dist. 52

       Representative Lance Gooden, Dist. 4

       Representative Mike Hamilton, Dist. 19

       Representative Jim Jackson, Dist. 115

       Representative Ken Paxton, Dist. 70

       Representative Wayne Smith, Dist. 128

       Representative James White, Dist. 12




Dear Members of the House Committee on County Affairs,

On behalf of the forty-nine member groups of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance I am requesting your support for HB 2317, granting four Hill Country counties the authority needed to plan for and realize the future of their communities.  Attached to this letter is testimony on behalf of the Alliance made during the interim hearing on County Authority held in San Antonio on October 10, 2010, which explains our position on the need for this type of legislation for Hill Country counties in more detail.

The latest report of the United States Census Bureau counts five counties within the Edwards Aquifer region, including Kendall and Comal counties, as among the fastest growing areas in the nation.  According to the US Census Bureau, between 2000 and 2004 Comal County grew by 17.7%.
  During 2005 alone it is estimated that Kendall County grew by 5%, and Comal by 4.5%.2  
Given that the region addressed in this bill has real and lasting economic, cultural, and historic value to all Texans, and is vital to the preservation of our ground water resources, we ask that you accord these counties the tools that they need to plan for growth.  

Your support of HB 2317 is very much appreciated and needed.  We thank you for your consideration of this important legislation.

Respectfully, 
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Annalisa Peace

Executive Director




Annalisa@AquiferAlliance.org
210-320-6294
�


Member Organizations





Alamo Group of the Sierra Club


Aquifer Guardians in Urban Areas


Austin Regional Sierra Club


Bexar Audubon Society


Bexar County Green Party


Boerne Together


Cibolo Nature Center


Citizens Allied for Smart Expansion


Citizens for Protection of Cibolo Creek


Environment Texas


First Universalist Unitarian Church of San Antonio


Friends of Canyon Lake


Fuerza Unida


Government Canyon Natural History Association


Hays Community Action Network


Helotes Heritage Association


Helotes Nature Center


Hill Country Planning Association


Guardians of Lick Creek


Kendall County Well Owners Association


Kinney County Ground Zero


Medina County Environmental Action Association


Northwest Interstate Coalition of Neighborhoods


OST 100


Preserve Castroville


Preserve Lake Dunlop Association


Preserve Our Water-Blanco County


San Antonio Audubon Society


San Antonio Conservation Society


San Geronimo Valley Alliance


San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance


San Marcos River Foundation


Santuario Sisterfarm


Save Barton Creek Association


Save Our Springs Alliance


Scenic Loop/Boerne Stage Alliance


Securing a Future Environment 


SEED Coalition


Solar San Antonio


Sisters of the Divine Providence


Smart Growth San Antonio


Texas Water Alliance


Travis County Green Party


West Texas Springs Alliance


Water Aid – Texas State University


Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation


Wimberley Valley Watershed Association


PO Box 15618


San Antonio, Texas 78212


(210) 320-6294


www.AquiferAlliance.org















 US Census Bureau, Population Division, “100 Fastest Growing Counties in the US”

2 San Antonio Express News, March 13, 2006 “Texas Counties Among Fastest Growing in US”


