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April 5, 2011

To: Members of the House Natural Resources Committee

       Representative Allan Ritter, Dist. 21, Chair

       Representative Tracy O. King, Dist. 80, Vice Chair

       Representative Marva Beck, Dist. 57
       Representative Creighton Brandon, Dist. 16
       Representative Chuck Hopson, Dist. 11
       Representative James L. Keffer, Dist. 60
       Representative Lyle Larson, Dist. 122
       Representative Eddie Lucio, Dist. 38

       Representative Trey Martinez Fischer, Dist. 116
       Representative Doug Miller, Dist. 73

       Representative Walter Price, Dist. 87

Re: HB 2760




Dear Members of the House Committee on Natural Resources,

On behalf of the forty-nine member groups of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance (GEAA) I am requesting your support for HB 2760, granting citizens of the Edwards region, as well as those from the Guadalupe and San Antonio river basins, the opportunity to vote on a sales tax to fund the Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP) and projects needed to sustain flows to the Gulf of Mexico and maintain the health of our bays and estuaries.  

Besides earning the support of the GEAA member groups, this bill has been put forward by a most diverse group of stakeholders, the members of the EARIP.  We have all worked very hard for the past three years to come up with a mutually agreeable plan to sustain the Edwards Aquifer.  The ultimate success of these efforts, however, relies on the ability to secure funding needed to implement the plan.  As a member of the EARIP Funding Committee, I sincerely believe that the funding mechanism as put forth in this bill represents an equitable way to engage the public in providing these funds. 

Your support of HB 2760 is very much appreciated.  We thank you for your consideration of this important legislation.

Respectfully, 
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Annalisa Peace

Executive Director
�


Member Organizations





Alamo Group of the Sierra Club


Aquifer Guardians in Urban Areas


Austin Regional Sierra Club


Bexar Audubon Society


Bexar County Green Party


Boerne Together


Cibolo Nature Center


Citizens Allied for Smart Expansion


Citizens for Protection of Cibolo Creek


Environment Texas


First Universalist Unitarian Church of San Antonio


Friends of Canyon Lake


Fuerza Unida


Government Canyon Natural History Association


Hays Community Action Network


Helotes Heritage Association


Helotes Nature Center


Hill Country Planning Association


Guardians of Lick Creek


Kendall County Well Owners Association


Kinney County Ground Zero


Medina County Environmental Action Association


Northwest Interstate Coalition of Neighborhoods


OST 100


Preserve Castroville


Preserve Lake Dunlop Association


Preserve Our Water-Blanco County


San Antonio Audubon Society


San Antonio Conservation Society


San Geronimo Valley Alliance


San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance


San Marcos River Foundation


Santuario Sisterfarm


Save Barton Creek Association


Save Our Springs Alliance


Scenic Loop/Boerne Stage Alliance


Securing a Future Environment 


SEED Coalition


Solar San Antonio


Sisters of the Divine Providence


Smart Growth San Antonio


Texas Water Alliance


Travis County Green Party


West Texas Springs Alliance


Water Aid – Texas State University


Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation


Wimberley Valley Watershed Association


PO Box 15618


San Antonio, Texas 78212


(210) 320-6294


www.AquiferAlliance.org














The Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance unites 49 organizations behind a comprehensive plan to protect the Edwards Aquifer, its springs, rivers and streams, flora and fauna, and the Texas Hill Country.


