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March 23, 2011

Senate Committee on Intergovernmental Relations




Comments on SB 732 


These comments are submitted on behalf of the forty-nine member organizations of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance in opposition to SB 732.  The Alliance counts among its member groups the following whose membership would be adversely impacted by this bill: the Alamo Group of the Sierra Club, AGUA, Bexar Audubon Society, Bexar Green Party, First Universalist Unitarian Church of San Antonio, Fuerza Unida, Government Canyon Natural History Association, Helotes Heritage Association, Northwest Interstate Coalition of Neighborhoods, San Antonio Audubon Society, San Antonio Conservation Society, San Geronimo Valley Alliance, Scenic Loop/Boerne Stage Alliance, and Sisters of the Divine Providence.  All of these groups have approved a legislative agenda that strongly opposes passage of this bill.

First, I would like to address the issue of regulation without representation that was brought up during the hearing on HB 1388.  Our GEAA members who live outside the City limits of San Antonio but within its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) have long complained about this very issue.  Time after time citizens of Bexar County who live in the ETJ have appeared before the City of San Antonio Planning and Zoning commissions to voice concerns over plans for new developments in the ETJ, over developments that clear cut sites, developments that blasted into hillsides to accommodate pad sites and housing, and other unsightly practices commonly used by developers in San Antonio’s ETJ.  If enforcement of San Antonio’s tree ordinance outside of its City limits were put to a popular vote by those living within the ETJ, I would bet you a million dollars that the vote would be overwhelmingly in favor of  enforcing San Antonio’s tree ordinance.  

Texas allows cities to determine, to a small extent, development within their Extra Territorial Jurisdictions.  To specifically exempt one type of ordinance from the powers granted to Texas cities makes little sense and represents a disregard for local control in these matters.  Especially since county governments are not granted power to regulate land use within their jurisdictions by the State of Texas.  

You will hear testimony from a host of experts, as well as from municipalities, county governments and Federal agencies that oppose passage of this bill.  We urge you to defer to their expertise and to refuse passage of SB 732.

We sincerely appreciate the opportunity to comment on this matter, and hope that you will consider our organization as a resource that is at your disposal.

Sincerely,
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Annalisa Peace

Executive Director
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Member Organizations





Alamo Group of the Sierra Club


Aquifer Guardians in Urban Areas


Austin Regional Sierra Club


Bexar Audubon Society


Bexar Green Party


Boerne Together


Cibolo Nature Center


Citizens Allied for Smart Expansion


Citizens for the Protection of Cibolo Creek


Environment Texas


First Universalist Unitarian Church of San Antonio


Friends of Canyon Lake


Fuerza Unida


Green Party of Austin


Government Canyon Natural History Association


Hays Community Action Network


Helotes Heritage Association


Helotes Nature Center


Hill Country Planning Association


Guadalupe River Road Alliance


Guardians of Lick Creek


Kendall County Well Owners Association


Kinney County Ground Zero


Medina County Environmental Action Association


Northwest Interstate Coalition of Neighborhoods


Preserve Castroville


Preserve Lake Dunlop Association


Preserve Our Water-Blanco County


San Antonio Audubon Society


San Antonio Conservation Society


San Geronimo Valley Alliance


San Marcos Greenbelt Alliance


San Marcos River Foundation


Santuario Sisterfarm


Save Barton Creek Association


Save Our Springs Alliance


Scenic Loop/Boerne Stage Alliance


Securing a Future Environment 


SEED Coalition


Solar San Antonio


Sisters of the Divine Providence


Smart Growth San Antonio


Texas Water Alliance


West Texas Springs Alliance


Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation


Wimberley Valley Watershed Association





PO Box 15618


San Antonio, Texas 78212


(210) 320-6294


www.AquiferAlliance.org















